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religious consciousness, the doctrine was nevertheless a
foreshadowing of that fuller freedom which was soon to
follow. The existence of the Holy Empire and the
existence of general councils were, as has been already
remarked, necessary parts of one and the same theorya,
and it was therefore more than a coincidence that the
last occasion on which the whole of Latin Christendom
met to deliberate and act as a single commonwealth *>,
was also the last on which that commonwealth's lawful
temporal head appeared in the exercise of his niter-
national functions. Never afterwards was he, in the eyes
of Europe, anything more than a German monarch.

It might seem doubtful whether he would long remain
a monarch at all. When in A.D. 1493 the calamitous
reign of Frederick the Third ended, it was impossible for
the princes to see with unconcern the condition into which
their selfishness and turbulence had brought the Empire.
The time was indeed critical. Hitherto the Germans had
been protected rather by the weakness of their enemies
than by their own strength. From France there had been
little to fear while the English menaced her on one side
and the Burgundian dukes on the other: from England
still less while she was torn by the strife of York and
Lancaster. But now throughout Western Europe the
power of the feudal oligarchies was broken; and its chief
countries were being, by the establishment of fixed rules
of succession and the absorption of the smaller into the

* It is not without interest to
observe that the council of Basel
shewed signs of reciprocating im-
perial care by claiming those very
rights over the Empire to which
the Popes were accustomed to pre-
tend.

b The   councils 01   Basel   and

Florence were not recognized from
first to last by all Europe, as was the
council of Constance. When the
assembly of Trent met, the great
religious schism had already made
a general council, in the true sense
of the word, impossible.